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President’s Message

Twenty Years and Counting…

As Ben Joyce tells it, in 1999, his mom handed him a newspaper article detailing
plans to move the Schoolhouse. "What?!" was Ben’s startled response. As his
mind tried to catch up to what was happening, he phoned a few neighbors and
wrote Genie Birch a note by snail mail. On the advice of Jane Dalton, Ben started a petition, walking through all of Cataumet getting signatures. Many thought
moving the Schoolhouse was wrong, but were resigned to an uphill battle. Then
Paul Furcinitti came up with the idea of signs all over: “Restore the Schoolhouse
in Cataumet!" Out of the efforts of many, the Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation
Group was established in 1999.
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And so we now celebrate twenty years since the CSPG was founded and as our website describes: “turned a sadly neglected 1894 school building…in the middle of the
village, into a magnet for educational programs and community events…with the
generosity of numerous donors and volunteers, with the fond and often detailed recollections of many who attended the school, and with advice and guidance from the
Program in City and Regional Planning at the University of Pennsylvania.”
Last October, Deborah Kern Paul from Seattle, WA sent us a donation with a lovely
note: While visiting Bourne recently I was very fortunate to meet John York. He not
only filled me in on some of my family’s history, and local history, he was also able to
give me a tour of the Cataumet Schoolhouse. It would be a fascinating experience for
anyone, but as a descendant of Hattie Little Irwin and Ruth Irwin Rex, it was incredibly
meaningful to me. To sit inside and imagine my great-grandmother and grandmother as schoolgirls there was amazing! Thank you to everyone whose time, effort, money and work made this renovation possible!

The Cataumet Schoolhouse is a community treasure. Our deepest gratitude and
appreciation for all who have donated time and money, planted, painted,
pruned, maintained, sang and played music, gave talks, brought clam chowder,
mulled cider, lobster rolls, chicken salad wraps and baked goods, gave cranberries, wreaths and raffle prizes, guided tours, displayed antique cars, sold handcrafted holiday gifts, moved desks in and out, repaired old desks, put up signs,
cleaned and, with affection, cared for and supported the Schoolhouse in so
many ways over the last twenty years.
We hope you enjoy the wonderful events we have planned for you in the year
ahead.

Carole Courey, President
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2018 Annual Meeting and Potluck Supper
On Thursday, September 20that 6:00pm, friends and neighbors of the
Schoolhouse gathered together to hear reports from various officers
and committees. All reports are included in their updated versions in this
newsletter.
The slate of officers nominated and voted unanimously were:
Carole Courey, President; Bonnie Thomas, Vice President;
Pam Arpe, Treasurer; and Joan Holden, Secretary.
On behalf of the CSPG board of directors, Kris Fisher presented Nancy Eldridge with a birdhouse with the
Schoolhouse painted on it in recognition and gratitude for Nancy’s support and efforts on behalf of the
Schoolhouse for so many years.
Following the annual meeting, we all enjoyed a delicious potluck buffet organized by Jean Davock.
Save the Date: The 2019 Annual Meeting will be held on Thursday, October 24th at 6:00pm,
to be followed by a potluck supper. Annual meetings are open to all.
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The Story Behind the Schoolhouse Trough by John York
The Cataumet Schoolhouse parcel has been a schoolyard since 1864. Prior to 1893, there was no source of water
on the property. We assume water was drawn from the well at the Ebenezer Nye house (now Nancy Eldridge's
house) across the street. Captain Ebenezer Nye built that house in 1825 and dug his well at about the same time.
Teachers at the pre-1894 schoolhouse occasionally requested a well for the school, but were denied by the
town. However, in 1893, the argument was made that there were not sufficient watering opportunities for travelers
along County Road. The Town agreed and contracted for a well and trough to be placed at the roadside on the
Schoolhouse property. This was one year prior to the construction of the 1894 Cataumet Schoolhouse, our current
building. Thus, the trough was certainly a part of the schoolyard for the entire time the current building was in use
as a school. Also, the trough is the only remaining artifact that we can say for certain was a part of the pre-1894
schoolyard.

The Cataumet Community Association, which operated the Schoolhouse as a community hall from 1930's until
sometime in the 1950's, had the water district bring municipal water to the Schoolhouse sometime in the 1930's or
1940's. The trough remained at the street side after municipal water was brought to the Schoolhouse. Sometime between 1930 and 1960, T. Bion Landers was plowing County Road in a snowstorm and plowed into the
trough. Mr. Landers had been a student at the school and a member of the Community Association. Realizing
what he had hit, and realizing that it would likely be hit again by the next plow to come along, he put the trough in
the back of his truck and took it to his own house on Shore Road in Pocasset.
When the Landers house was put up for sale, Bing Swift, T. Bion's neighbor and another Cataumet Schoolhouse
alumnus, dragged the trough through the back yard to his own house. The trough remained at Bing's house until
several years after the CSPG had restored the Schoolhouse. When the CSPG began restoring the Schoolhouse in
1999, we asked Edna Swift, Bing's widow, if we could have the trough, but she preferred to keep it in her
yard. After Edna passed away, the house was sold, and the new owners donated the trough to the Schoolhouse. I
do not remember the exact year. It was probably about 2005.
The Community Association's old water service was in place but not functional at the time the CSPG began restoring
the schoolhouse. At the CSPG's request, the Bourne Water District installed a new service on September 11,
2001. The district workers selected a suitable street side location for the water meter manhole, which turned out
to be directly on top of the old well. The workers called Ben Joyce, CSPG president at the time, who also called me
to come look at what they found.
What they found was a circular well about 3 feet in diameter, lined with loose brick (no mortar). The well had
been filled in with sand, no rubble nor other trash, at least for the top four or five feet below ground level. That
was as far as the water district needed to dig and as far as we excavated. The district workers carefully removed
one excavator scoop at a time, which Ben and I pawed through to remove and save any objects other than
sand. All that we found were liner bricks, which we saved and later used to make a splash pad for the outdoor
water "hydrant" the CSPG installed near the new outhouse bathroom beside the schoolhouse. The water district
installed the new manhole exactly at the center of the old well. The lower portion of the well remains in place
directly under the manhole at the street side.
When the CSPG finally acquired the trough, we placed it on the brick splash pad to receive water from the hydrant
just as it would water from a hand pump. Some time about five years ago the trough was moved from its position
under the hydrant to the front of the schoolhouse. The CSPG plans to move the trough closer to its original location,
but at a safe distance from the street.

Nancy Eldridge adds:
Here is what I remember and always told in tours of the Schoolhouse, as I got it from Betty Fuller who was a student at the Schoolhouse and on our original board of directors. She also lived across the street from the Schoolhouse in three different homes all her life. She attended first grade in the late 1920's not long before the Schoolhouse closed, but had an older sister who attended earlier than she. She told us that the trough was for horses
and was filled with a hand pump at the end of the driveway. An older boy student would take a pitcher or a bucket
and fill it at a hand pump by the trough at the end of the driveway and bring it back to fill the crock. My husband
and I searched all over New England for two or three years before we found the crock we thought she was describing. When we brought it back she said, " That's it! But it had a cover." However, I have never been clear on what
they used to drink out of.
My understanding is that there were troughs and pumps every few miles on well-travelled roads if there weren't
convenient streams or ponds nearby.

2018 Third Grade Visits
Dong…Dong…Dong… The old school bells rings as each third grader takes a turn
pulling the rope before exiting the Cataumet Schoolhouse. Once outdoors, this
class will have the opportunity to learn more about the Schoolhouse property and
what students did during recess 100 years ago! They switch places with members
of the class that have been outside and now begin the classroom part of their visit.
For the past 10 years, third grade classes from Bournedale and Peebles Elementary
Schools have come to visit each fall to learn about school life at the turn of the 20th
century. This was a year of transition as Nancy Eldridge, one of the founders of this
school visit program, provided boundless support and encouragement to Kris Fisher
and Maryann Ouellette, as they stepped into the role of “school marm”.
Time spent in the schoolyard with John York is always a highlight. John was able to
keep the students engaged and motivated, despite an untimely rain shower! In the
classroom, students love the chance to write their names with a real fountain pen.
The artifact scavenger hunt, introduced this year,
provides students an opportunity to interact as they
seek out objects that were part of learning, living
and playing in the early 1900s. Working in teams, students identify an antique
hole-punch, a water crock, and very unusual looking ice skates, among many other
objects on their list.
This program supports the third grade social studies curriculum as well as the educational mission of the CSPG. Before the schoolhouse visit, Kris and Maryann went to
each classroom, providing background information and building anticipation for the
field trip. Thanks to the generosity of the Don and Allen Mears Family Fund and the
Cape Cod Foundation, the CSPG is able to provide bus transportation for this trip.

2018 Schoolhouse Holiday Fair
On Saturday December 1st. 2018, family, friends, and neighbors from far and
near came to shop and show their support for our beloved Schoolhouse.
Tables were laden with a variety of goods for sale including Laura Murphy’s
beautifully hand-painted wooden signs and folk art, Bonnie Thomas’s Cataumetinspired oil paintings, and FishAye Trading Company’s placemats, trays, and
bowls. A host of local artisans offered jewelry, handmade soaps, whimsical
framed prints, pottery, and hand-sewn bags, clothing and other items for
children and pets. Two of Judy Vaz’s fresh holiday wreaths festively adorned
the Schoolhouse doors, while additional wreaths and table arrangements on
display outside were also for sale.
Lucky patrons won gift certificates to the Chart Room, Village Trading Company,
Daily Brew, North Falmouth Cheese Shop, Cataumet Fish, and Somerset Creamery, baskets of goodies from Periwinkles gift
shop and Pocasset Pretzels, and a lovely Poinsettia serving platter donated by Caskata Artisanal Home.
Thanks go out to the small army of bakers who donated their treats to the Bake Sale, to Brian Handy for donating the
crates of cranberries, to Patti DiBella for providing steaming hot mulled cider, and to Nancy Eldridge for once again making
her delicious homemade chowder—four perennial favorites that visitors look forward to year after year.
Co-chairs Laurie Bartlett, Gloria Gammons, and Bonnie Thomas greatly
appreciate the support of fellow board members: Jean Davock and Joan
Holden (Bake Sale), Pam Arpe (Raffle and Accounting), Marianne Ouellette
and Kris Fisher (Publicity), Paul Moscaritolo, Ben Joyce and Robert Botelho
(Buildings and Grounds) and all others who volunteered their time and
efforts before, during, and after the fair. Together we were able to keep
this special Cataumet holiday tradition going strong .
Save the Date: The 2019 Holiday Fair will take place on Saturday, December 7st from 9:00am to 2:00pm.
Please spread the word to your families and friends!

2018 Annual Antique Auto Show and Picnic
It was a beautiful September day and the antique cars that streamed in were amazing. Visitors had a wonderful
time examining the autos, walking around the Schoolhouse, and enjoying the lobster rolls, chicken salad wraps
and baked sweets, all the while listening to music from a bygone era. Kudos to all who helped make this a
memorable event!

Thanks to:
Ben and Paul for all their efforts, including recruiting cars and managing the logistics,
Sandy & Gerry Katz and Jean Davock, who coordinated the picnic,
Peter Fisher for going back and forth several times to bring fresh lobster rolls each time we ran out,
John York for the delicious watermelon and freshly made ice cream,
Kris Fisher, Maryann Ouellette and Gloria Gammons for handling the 50/50 raffle,
Nancy Eldridge and Carole Courey for guiding visitors inside the Schoolhouse, and all the volunteers who helped
throughout the day.

Save the Date: Join us for this year’s event on Saturday, September 7 from noon to 4pm,
with a rain date of Sunday, September 8.

2019 August Tuesday Talks
Save the Date: Everyone is welcome to our speaker series scheduled
for each Tuesday in August at 7:00 pm at the Schoolhouse.
August 6: Brenda Sullivan
Welcome to the Graveyard!

August 20: Bill Womack
History of Wood Catboats

August 13: William McQueen
A Dutch Treat

August 27: Amanda Gallerani
A Shark’s Tale

2018 Tuesday Talks

End of Year Financial Summary 2018

The 2018 August speaker series featured:
Amanda Gallerani on
“Tracking Turtles “

Jennifer Hoadley on
“Understanding Dementia:

INCOME
Programs and Events
Valley Farm Thrift Shop
Newsletter & Donations
Holiday Sale
TOTAL
OPERATING EXPENSES
Utilities & Annual Expenses
Publishing & Mailings
Display Case & Table
Desk Repair
Programs & Events
Building & Maintenance
TOTAL

Tom Lee on
“Contemporary
Gardens
on Cape Cod “

Prof. William McQueen on
“Faneuil Hall Marketplace:
A Paradigm for Urban Restoration”

2018 NET INCOME

$ 903.00
$ 3,500.00
$ 3,730.00
$ 1,923.00
$10,056.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1,897.00
1,694.00
1,744.00
520.00
640.00
305.00
6,800.00

$ 3,256.00

Note from the Treasurer:
Your financial support, whether through membership
dues or donations, allows the CSPG to thrive as it provides
programs and events to our community. All donations,
large or small, are vital to maintain the mission of our
wonderful one room schoolhouse. A most sincere
thanks for your continued support!
Pam Arpe

Building and Grounds Committee Update
While routine event support was the major focus this past year, there has been much discussion about how to proceed
with future repairs and improvements. Ben Joyce, Paul Moscaritolo and Robert Botelho are evaluating outside lighting
solutions for the driveway and parking areas that will provide for safe egress at evening events. Gutter and soffit repairs
on the north and east sides of the building will be addressed. Dry wells for low areas in front of the tennis courts are
being planned. The horse trough and a possible replica pump will be moved to a place near the original location at the
street end of the drive. Historic preservation continues to be the guiding principle behind all our efforts.

Valley Farm Thrift and Community Garden Makes a Difference
Volunteerism enriches our lives in ways where we often receive as much as we give to the organizations we all support. We
celebrate the talent and life experiences our volunteers have chosen to share with us over our eleven years at Valley Farm. It is
through their efforts that we have come to be and continue on.
The thrift shop building is 100 years old this year. The thrift, a Late Greek Revival farmhouse, was built in 1919, housing Allen and
Rachel MacLeod and family as its first residents, to operate the kitchen farm feeding Barnstable County Hospital staff and
patients. Following MacLeod’s retirement in 1945, the house was later used as a residence for County Hospital physicians and
their families. Descendents of those early residents still live nearby in Bourne.
Valley Farm Thrift celebrates its tenth business anniversary on August 8, 2019 – a major achievement.
According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, slightly more than one-third of businesses – between 34
percent and 36 percent – survive to their 10th year. Valley Farm Community Garden is now nine years in
the making.

We have found that volunteerism benefits us by:
Forges new friendships and strengthens our social connections while giving a boost to our mood
Known as the Thursday ladies, Vivian Ashworth, Jane Duberger and Marilyn Werner first met ten years
ago when each began volunteering at the thrift upon its opening. Now fast friends, they have volunteered
every Thursday morning for the past decade for their weekly “therapy session” with one another. Laughter, gentle teasing and advice while working through the a.m. ring true for this trio whose reward is
warm companionship enjoyed by our customers as well. Volunteering also combats stress and wards off Vivian Ashworth and
Marilyn Werner
depression.
Volunteering your skills helps you develop new skills and build your experience
Volunteers erect a tent for one of many Valley Farm tent sales, a prized skill for many non-profits.
Didn’t the
instructions on
this tent
say E-Z up?

Laurie Bartlett and Nancy Pollis
hone their fashionista
advice at our Ladies Fashion
Accessory Sale March 30-31.

Helps you make a difference
While we all may not effect global change, each of us can make a positive impact on our corner of the world by improving our
neighborhoods and communities as we have. Preserving an historic building and scenic historical agricultural vista proves the value of adaptive re-use relevant to today.

Thrift Shop 2008

Community Garden
10-28-2010

Lets you support worthy causes you believe in and gives purpose while setting a good example
It’s fun
When you assist others, your body releases dopamine in the brain,
which has a positive effect on how you feel.
Visit Valley Farm Thrift and Community Garden at 892 County RD,
Pocasset, MA, 508-563-2939.
The thrift is open Thursdays-Saturdays, 10am-4pm. Come by and
see how you might put your talents to action.
Diane M. Speers, Valley Farm Thrift Shop Manager
Carolee Packard and Jean Hills plant this year’s crop of vegetables in the
Bourne Friends Food Pantry garden plots at Valley Farm Community Garden.

2019 Calendar of Events
At the Cataumet Schoolhouse, 1200 County Road, Cataumet, MA
Tuesdays in August
• August 6
• August 13
• August 20
• August 27

Tuesday Talks 7pm
Brenda Sullivan: Welcome to the Graveyard!
William McQueen: A Dutch Treat
Bill Womack: History of Wood Catboats
Amanda Gallerani: A Shark’s Tale

Saturday, September 7
Thursday, October 24
TBA
Saturday, December 7

Antique Auto Show and Picnic from 12pm - 4pm (Rain Date: Sunday, September 8)
Annual Meeting and Pot Luck Supper - 6pm
Everyone is welcome!
Third Grade Schoolhouse Visits
Annual Holiday Fair 9am - 2pm

At Valley Farm Thrift, 892 County Road, Pocasset, MA
Saturday, June 8
Thursday, June 27

Saturday October 19

Pumpkin Seed Planting Day 10am-1pm with John York
at Valley Farm Community Garden
Garden Education Workshop 4pm
Russ Norton, Cape Cod Cooperative Extension Educator
Integrated Pest Management at Valley Farm Community Garden
Fifth Annual Pumpkinfest 11am - 3pm (Rain date Saturday, October 26)
at Valley Farm Community Garden
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