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Through sheer determination and
optimism, a group of Cataumet residents
banded together in the late 1990's and
turned a sadly neglected 1894 school
building at 1200 County Road, in the
middle of the village, into a magnet for
educational programs and community
events. In 1999 the Cataumet Schoolhouse
Preservation Group (CSPG) was founded,
and with the generosity of numerous
donors and volunteers, with the fond and
often detailed recollections of many who
attended the school, and with advice and
guidance from the Program in City and
Regional Planning at the University of
Pennsylvania, the process of restoring the
building as faithfully as possible to its
original condition as an 1894 schoolhouse
was begun. Today the flag flies over the
beautifully restored building, and since
2003 the school bell has called hundreds
of visitors, school children and other
participants to a variety of fun and
fascinating events and programs at the
Schoolhouse and in the schoolyard.
The mission of the CSPG was clearly stated
at the outset: "To promote as a location
for educational, cultural and recreational
activities available to the community and
the general public, the Cataumet
Schoolhouse building." In the past years a
wide range of events have been held, and
the board is still seeking ways to expand
the effectiveness and community-building
capacity of this small property, in
accordance with its mission. Among the
varied events: soap making for kids, art
shows co-sponsored with the Cataumet
Arts Center, craft shows, flea markets,
weddings, and talks on local history,
raffles and cookouts, among others. This
year's special events will include the
Antique Auto Show and Picnic (Aug. 7),

Tuesday Talks on "Lands and Landscapes
of Cape Cod" (Aug. 2, 9, 16, and 30), and
the popular Holiday Fair (Dec. 3).
The Cataumet Schoolhouse is also home
to a program that introduces students to
the atmosphere and function of a
traditional, one-room school. The antique
desks are arranged in rows for each grade,
a nineteenth century US map hangs on the
back wall, and portraits of Washington
and Lincoln look down from the walls
above the original blackboards. The
teacher's desk is equipped with an inkwell
and an old hand bell, probably used in a
similar school to call the class to order.
Throughout the fall, third grade classes
help fulfill their history requirement by
visiting for a day of firsthand experience of
what it was like when countless American
children went to school in one room
schoolhouses.
Traditional
studies,
activities, and games are presented by
CSPG members (who are often retired
grade school teachers, themselves). It is
hoped that such experiences might help
kindle a fascination with history, and the
past more generally, which can become a
lifetime preoccupation. Such visits to the
schoolhouse are worth more than a
thousand words in helping kids
understand the thread of history in which
they are the next chapter.
Thanks to goals shared with other local
organizations, such as the Bourne
Conservation Trust, Bourne Society for
Historic Preservation, Bourne Historical
Society, Cataumet Arts Center, and
Cataumet Civic Associates, the CSPG is
helping make the village a more vibrant
and exciting place to live and visit. In 2009
a partnership was formed to found and
run the Valley Farm Thrift Store,
establishing a source of income to help

2011 SCHEDULE OF SUMMER EVENTS:

August 2, 2011 @7pm
Tuesday Talks - Dave Dimmick,
“After Land Protection, Then What?”
All land preservation is local
Sunday August 7, 2011 2-5 PM
Antique Auto Show and Picnic
Food and drinks available for purchase. Also
featuring children’s 1890’s schoolyard
games. Children’s participation welcome!
For further information call 508-566-6798
August 9, 2011 @7pm
Tuesday Talks - David Masch,
“Squeteague to Penikese 1789 times”
Experiences of working at the Penikese
Island School
August 16, 2011 @7pm:
Tuesday Talks - Bob Taft and George
Seaver
“The Baxendale Legacy and the Animal
Rescue League Camp”
August 30, 2011 @7pm:
Tuesday Talk - Hillary Osborne,
“Picturing the Landscape”
An Artist’s Perspective of our Inspiring
Local Landscape
2011 SCHEDULE OF FALL EVENTS:

September/ early October
Third Grade Schoolhouse Visit
rd
3 graders from the Bourne Public Schools
visit the Schoolhouse for a day.
2011 SCHEDULE OF WINTER EVENTS:

Saturday December 3, 2011 @10am-2pm:
Christmas Holiday Sale
Come join us for this festive worthwhile
event.
2011 VALLEY FARM THRIFT SHOP TENT
SALES:

Saturday May 28
Saturday July 30
Saturday Oct 1

defray expenses, but the Cataumet
Schoolhouse still depends on the
generosity of residents and visitors for its
operating budget.

Antique Car Show and Picnic
Once again, 2010’s event captured a
significant aspect of "Americana" by
celebrating the history of the American
automobile.
Highlights featured a 1924 REO (Ransom
E. Oldsmobile) school bus from Sandwich.
The crowd cheered as it rolled into the
driveway. Other new faces included a
sleek "avant-garde" 1954 Kaiser Darrin
convertible, a 1939 Model 115 Packard
sedan, and a 1914 Chevrolet truck,
originally from Iowa.
Car enthusiasts enjoyed music from
Dismuke.org, a website that has digitally
restored original recordings from the 20's
& 30's. These old tunes provided a lively
backdrop and revived old memories
which enkindled admiration for this
period of American culture. Do you
remember "St. Louis Blues" by Guy
Lombardo and the Royal Canadians?
Come join us again Sunday August 7th.

2010 Tuesday Talks
The Tuesday Talks series took place at the
Schoolhouse again in August. The theme
of the talks was “The Cape Cod
Experience,” and we were fortunate to
hear stimulating and bold speakers on a
wide range of topics, as the theme
suggests.
On August 3rd, Arnold Carr gave a talk
entitled, “From Fish Behavior to Man
Made Disasters: Exploring In and Under
the Waters Around Cape Cod.” Mr. Carr
is a senior marine biologist who has
worked in the State Division of Marine
Fisheries for 37 years. He is perhaps best
known for his pioneering work on sonar,
published in two manuals, co-authored
with John Fish: Sound Underwater Images

(1990), and Sound Reflections (1998). His
talk described what would be called
“hardhat diving,” that is, diving in
dangerous circumstances in search of
scientific evidence. We were treated to
underwater images of historic wrecks on
the treacherous shoals southeast of Cape
Cod, among others, along with chilling
stories of the losses at sea before the
building of the Cape Cod Canal.
August 10th brought another kind of
scientific endeavor into focus, when Tom
Gelsthorpe spoke to us on “Cranberries
Then and Now: A History of the Cranberry
Industry.” This vivid and exciting account
was by a person immersed in the growing
of cranberries for more than 30 years. He
is, in fact, the second generation to be
dyed cranberry red, as his family had
previously been involved in the Ocean
Spray company. Images of changes in the
cranberry bogs with the passing of the
seasons wove an almost poetic spell as he
described “nature’s year’ in the bogs. It
also became clear that today’s growers
would need to be as dedicated as Tom to
keep pace with the constant challenges to
the industry.
The following week, on Aug. 17th, Craig
Smith spoke on the extraordinary built
environment that surrounds us on the
Cape, in his talk entitled “Dating Historic
Houses: The Technology of Style.” Craig,
who now runs a company called North
Star Woodworks here in Cataumet, is as
much of an historian of early American
architecture as he is a craftsman. After
working for the Lake Champlain Maritime
Museum he turned to more hands on
work involving educational sailing vessels.
His attention to terms for every tool he
uses and every architectural element of
the houses he lovingly restores revealed
the thoughtful scholar lurking in this
engaging speaker. For Craig, the myriad
ways of detecting the age and building

2010 Antique Auto Show & Picnic

methods of old houses amount to a game
of subtle detective work.
Our final speaker of the season, Paul
Moscaritolo, gave us insights on yet
another vital Cape Cod occupation when
he presented “Dreaming of Boats:
Designing, Building and Sailing the 42-foot
Wooden Ketch, EMILY M.” This lifelong
boat builder who specializes in shallow
draft, wooden boats is constantly on the
lookout for new and ingenious ways to
tweak his boat designs, in his daunting
application of math, physics and natural
science to his profession. In his talk Paul
dwelled specifically on the boat he built
over the past few years at his shop off
County
Road,
and
his
photo
documentation of the process made us
feel like spectators on an adventure
voyage. One cliffhanger was the casting of
the boat’s 3,500 pound lead keel. Named
after his daughter, the EMILY M, with her
40HP tractor engine, taught him lessons
he will apply to future vessels, about
which he is always dreaming…
The Schoolhouse board and the Cape Cod
community are grateful to these
exceptional speakers for their willingness
to open up their experiences and areas of
expertise to our enthusiastic audiences.
We hope you will come and find out what
is in store at this summer’s Tuesday Talk
series on the theme: “Lands and
Landscapes of Cape Cod”

3rd Grade Visit
Third Graders Take a Step Back in Time.
Once again the Cataumet Schoolhouse
presented a fall program to give all Bourne
Third Graders the opportunity to take a
step back in time and experience school
and family life as it would have been in
Cataumet in the late 19th century. Nancy
Eldridge visited each classroom prior to
the students’ trip to the schoolhouse.
Nancy’s classroom presentation included

sharing information and collected stories
as well as hands on artifacts to illustrate
various aspects of school and family life.
Nancy spent about an hour with each
group presenting her material and
answering questions. All Third Graders
then visited the Schoolhouse, The
Bournedale and Peebles groups coming on
different days during the month of
October, 2010. Once at the Schoolhouse,
the groups were divided and then rotated
between an indoor presentation by Nancy
and an outdoor experience led by John
York. When the group was inside they all
sat in the antiques desks, observed
materials used then, and were led to
imagine what school life was like at the
turn of the century. Outside, John told the
group about the grounds and the building
and gave them all a taste of one of their
favorite activities to this day - recess. All
the children were encouraged to dress as
close to the period as they could. They
were given a picture of the first class that
attended the school to spark their
imaginations. This year for the first time
the Bournedale group brought their lunch
and ate at the schoolhouse. Each child was
given a metal lunch pail to decorate as
they wished and in which to pack their
lunch. These pails were obtained with the
generous help of Pocasset Hardware, and
will be recycled and used again in years to
come. Throughout the years, this has been
a successful experience for the Bourne
Third Graders. Our heartfelt thanks go out
to Nancy and John for their time and
dedication in keeping this program alive
and lively. We would also like to express
our appreciation to Pocasset Hardware for
helping to make the 'lunch pail
experience' possible.

Holiday Sale
This year’s Holiday Sale was held on
December 18, 2010 at the Schoolhouse.
Nancy Eldridge and Kris Fisher co-chaired
the event with Committee Members

3rd Grade Visit 2010

2009 Antique Auto Show & Picnic

Carole Courey, Patti Dibella, Mary
Gelsthorpe, Kim Rotunno and Laurie York.
Marge Connelly and Helen Spanks made
the Schoolhouse appear festive with their
decorating talent. All members of the
Board participated and helped in some
way, from fueling the pellet stove and
providing heaters, to preparing the
restroom,
making
cider,
parking,
sweeping, selling craft items and clean-up.
Vendors left their crafts for us to sell on
consignment, which was new this year
and quite successful. The Schoolhouse
received 20% of their earnings. We’d like
to give a special thanks to Gwyneth
Packard and Crystal Ribich who donated
100% of their earnings.
Another successful venue was our raffle.
We’d like to thank the following
businesses for their generous donations:
Art’s Bike Shop; Beach Plum Bakery; Cape
Cod Kayak; Cataumet Arts Center;
Cataumet Fish Market; Daily Brew; Jack in
the Beanstalk; Parrot Bar and Grille;
Pocasset Hardware; Pondscapes Garden
Center; S&P Gas Station; Year of Baked
Goods (provided by members and friends
of the CSPG).

2009 Holiday Sale

Other venues included: Silent Auction of
Christmas trees thematically decorated by
Board members; Bake Sale; Holiday
Decorations
White
Elephant;
and
Gingerbread Cookie Decorating for the
kids. As a courtesy, cider was provided as
people entered the schoolhouse. Chowder
was sold at noontime.
This year’s Sale raised over $1300. The
money is used to maintain and improve
the schoolhouse and grounds; and provide
educational programs, including our third
grade visits and our summer lecture
series, August Tuesday Talks.

Valley Farm Thrift Shop

The Holiday Sale has become an annual
event for the CSPG over the years. We
look forward to our next Sale on
December 3rd, 2011, as part of Christmas
in Olde Bourne Village, so mark your
calendars now!

Valley Farm Thrift Shop
The Valley Farm Thrift Shop is now two

years old in operation. It was started as a
joint venture by three historic groups in
Bourne, The CSPG, the "Briggs House" and
the Bourne Historic Society for
fundraising. The restoration of the
building is now finished and the shop's
operation is now routine and streamlined
by the volunteers from each of the historic
groups. This year, brush was cut next to
the thrift to prepare the grounds for a
community garden. This year rye and
winter wheat will be planted and next
year plots for gardening will be available.
The thrift shop is now looking for
volunteers who would like to assist
operations there.

2010 Schoolhouse Finance
The Cataumet Schoolhouse operates on a
fairly limited annual budget.
Our
expenses include utilities, maintenance,
restoration projects, and publications (like
this newsletter). Maintenance expenses
are offset by many dedicated volunteers.
Our income consists of various fundraising
events, the Valley Farm Thrift Shop our
annual membership and donation drive.
The various sources of income allow us to
provide a wide range of cultural and
educational events throughout the year.
We could not survive without the
generous and consistent support of those
in the local and worldwide Cataumet
community. Below is a summary of our
income and expenses for 2010:

Income:
Fundraising events
Membership and Donations
Thrift Shop
Total Income
Expenses:
Utilities Insurance
Maintenance
Publications
Programs & Events
Total Expenses

$2,213
$3,445
$3,750
$9,408
$1,177
$ 490
$ 878
$1,544
$4,089

Special Thanks
The Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation Group, Inc. would like to thank those who became
members and contributors in 2009, as well as the businesses, organizations, and individuals who gave assistance in so many ways.

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP
Granted in recognition of extraordinary contributions

Ballentine’s Boat Shop, Inc.

Bill and Jane Jackson

Cataumet Boats, Inc.

Janet Johnson

Cataumet Fish

John and Vickie Manning

Bob and Genie Birch

Don and Allen Mears

David Garnet

Joe and Mary Sorenti

Robert Hampton

Nancy Eldridge

CSPC Donors and Members, 2010
Joan K. Alden

Jay & Allison Fisher

Jonathan & Lorrain M. Parker

Ben & Julie Allen

William & Erika Fox

Bob & Martha Payne

Steve & Sally Ballentine

Charles & Ann Byrd Frame

Bob & Carol Peecha

Grover & Brenda Baxley

Betty & Charles Fuller

Eva S. Quinn

Robert & Genie Birch

Christine & Steve Gegg

Grace Rowe & Hal Dewaltoff

Ken Bowers

Thomas & Mary Gelsthorpe

Harriet Schley

Stanley & Dorothy Carpenter

Bob & Deb Hamel

Helen Chin Schlichte

Linda Carpenter

Jay & Jane Hodge

Greg & Cindy Shea

Arnold & Victoria Carr

Harold & Kelly Kalick

Doreen & Bob Shea

Marge Connelly

Donna & Chris Kent

Craig Smith

Callie & Bob Conner

Betsy Kiebala

Jim Sullivan

Alan & Sandra Curtis

Cyrus Kano

Denise Sullivan

Jim & Loraine Cutone

Ann M. & Jeanne Kuzirian

Fern & Bob Tardif

Jean Davok

Lisa Kenny & Paul Lelito

Ann Ware

Bill & Patti Dibella

William & Noelle Locke

J.David & Pauline White

Dave & Freddy Dimmick

Peter & Kathleen Mackin

Wood Duck Inn Phil Duddy

Andrew Dimmick

Anne Matthies

Isabel Yoder

Gail & Bill Donkin

Win & Joyce McLane

Linda & Allan Dunn

Richard & Mary Morris

Nancy Eldridge

Laura Murphy

Bernadette Ericson

Karol Musche

William E.C. Eustis

Don & Penny Myers

Gerald & Judith Feldman

Arthur Nelson

Please note: So many kind people
have done so much to help us, that
it is quite likely we have
inadvertently omitted one or more
names. Please know that, even if
your name fails to appear here, it
does not diminish the gratitude we
feel for your act of kindness.

Peter & Kris Fisher

Gweneth Packard

CATAUMET SCHOOLHOUSE PRESERVATION GROUP MEMBERSHIP
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________
SUMMER ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________
WINTER ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________
PHONE(S): _____________________________________EMAIL:______________________________
MEMBERSHIP:

______$15 INDIVIDUAL

I would be interested in:

______$20 FAMILY

______VOLUNTEERING

______$OPTIONAL CONTRIBUTION

______SERVING ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Make checks payable and mail to: Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation Group, Inc. ·P.O. Box 649· Cataumet, MA 02534
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _

Valley Farm Thrift Shop
Nearing our two year anniversary this August, Valley Farm Thrift Shop has a busy season ahead in
continuing a successful collaboration among Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation Group, Bourne
Historical Society and Bourne Society for Historic Preservation.
Save the dates for Valley Farm Thrift's three scheduled tent sales this season: Saturday, May 28 (a
Memorial Day weekend kick off to summer); Saturday, July 30 (a summer sizzler); and Saturday,
October 1 (fall favorites). A two tent event, 9am-2pm, rain or shine.
Basement blow out bargains and attic treasures galore under the big top featuring furniture,
lamps, mirrors, house wares and home decor items, household linens, gardening/lawn ornaments,
books/puzzles and craft items The ordinary to the extraordinary and everything you never knew
you needed.
Donations of small furniture items in particular are appreciated the week prior to the sale as well
as volunteers to help out for the event.
Valley Farm Thrift is located at 892 County Road, Pocasset, next to Cape Cod Senior Residences
and Elder Services of Cape Cod and the Islands. Call 508-563-2939 or email
shopvalleyfarm@aol.com.
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