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Honk If You Love History!

Antique Car Show and Picnic

Judging by the number of visitors to the
Cataumet Schoolhouse this last year you
might think there was something fun
going on here! When the past comes
alive and when kids of all ages, families,
residents and Cape visitors turn out for
events and programs, you know this
historic building is serving the community
in ways that hardly could have been
envisioned eleven years ago.

It's ironic that the committee running the
Schoolhouse decided to feature a product
which led to the demise of the American
one room schoolhouse. But that's what
they did, and nearly 200 people arrived to
see what helped put America "on the
map". During the years that the
schoolhouse was active from the late
1800's to about 1960, American
technology and manufacturing was rapidly
growing. Its manufacturing base, most
notably the American auto industry, which
eventually was to have 1400 different
companies, was the envy of the world!

When the Cataumet Schoolhouse
Preservation Group was founded in 1999
and the daunting project of restoring the
1894 building and refurbishing the
classroom was begun, the ultimate goal of
its serving an educational purpose was still
a remote hope. In recent years a wide
variety of activities and fundraisers have
successfully introduced the Schoolhouse
to a wider Cape community. The 2009-10
year was rewarding to those who
remember those initial steps, as we
opened the doors to hundreds of
participants in our now well-established
programs.
From the summer lecture
series, to the third grade history visits, to
the Christmas fair, there was much to
catch the interest of the public.
Oh, and in case you were wondering what
all those antique cars were doing parked
around the schoolyard on a windy day last
August, and why all the milling and
enthusiastic visitors, the answer is, yes,
you will have another chance to attend
the Antique Car Show and Picnic and join
the fun again this year. So read on, and
find out what has been going on at those
fun gatherings at the Schoolhouse, and
what you, our friends and neighbors, can
look forward to in the coming months.
Come join us!

Accompanying the cooks on the grill on
Aug. 2nd was period "flapper music" or
jazz from the '20's and '30's, including the
soundtrack to the film "Aviators", a movie
about industrialist Howard Hughes which
provided a lively spirit for the event.
With bunting flags in the background,
children played schoolhouse games and
activities near the tennis court while the
antique autos were parked all around the
schoolhouse property. The autos ranged
from a 1914 Chevrolet, originally from
Iowa, to a 1957 Dodge decked out with an
abundance of chrome and tail fins. Also
arriving was a "mint" 1930 Cadillac Coupe,
three Ford Model A's, a 1940 Buick, a '39
Ford, a spectacular '37 Oldsmobile (guess
who?), '47 Plymouth "woodie" and of
course, one of the fifteen million
produced, a Ford Model T.
Don't miss this summer’s repeat of this
event, now scheduled for August 8th. We
are hot on the trail for the Sandwich
School's 1926 REO school bus (Ranson E.
Oldsmobile), a 1933 Buick coupe, a 1933
Chrysler Coupe, a couple of Packards and
many others.

2010 SCHEDULE OF SUMMER
EVENTS:
Sunday August 8, 2010: 4-6 PM
Old School Antique Auto Show and Picnic
Food and drinks available for purchase. Also
featuring children’s 1890’s schoolyard games.
Children’s participation welcome! For further
information call 508-566-6798

2010 TUESDAY TALKS 7:00 PM:
Tuesday Aug. 3, 2010: Arnold Carr
“From Fish Behavior to Man Made
Disasters: Exploring In and Under the
Waters Around Cape Cod”
Cape Cod has a remarkable undersea world
surrounding its shores. “What is hidden
there?” is the basic question asked by Arnold
Carr, experienced diver, author, and marine
biologist, in his more than 50 years spent
exploring these waters. His talk will be
accompanied by slides showing some of his
undersea discoveries, including historic
shipwrecks, colorful migrating squid and
other local subsea animals.
Tuesday Aug. 10, 2010: Tom Gelsthorpe
“Cranberries Then and Now: A History of
the Cranberry Industry”
A cranberry grower on Cape Cod for 33 years
and second-generation associate of the
Ocean Spray company, Tom Gelsthorpe
knows the industry as few people do. He will
give us insights into the historical cultivation
and surprising uses of cranberries, as well as
the practical and other challenges the
business faces today.
Tuesday Aug. 17, 2010: Craig Smith
“Dating Historic Houses: The Technology
of Style”
“That's SOOO 70's”. Whether it's 1970, 1870
or 1770, each period has its own distinctive
style and features. Through this slide
presentation, Old House Specialist Craig
Smith will take a look at the stylistic changes
through history and the technological
evidence that helps us recognize and date
historic houses.
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2009 Tuesday Talks On Nautical
Cape Cod
August at the Schoolhouse included a
series of talks on nautical subjects,
entitled “Nautical Cape Cod.”
Our
Tuesday mini-series consisted of three
talks by experts on various subjects
associated with activities on the waters
that make our Cape Cod environment
unique.
On August 4th, Daniel Robb spoke on
“Sloop: Restoring a Classic Wooden
Sailboat.” This beautifully crafted talk by
a dedicated Cape Cod native wove
together a number of strands, including
his experience restoring his family’s
Herreshoff 12, the art of writing about a
subject near to one’s heart, and the
history of boatbuilding and boat builders
on this part of the Cape. Dan also showed
images, making even more vivid his
stimulating descriptions and stories. His
2008 book, Sloop, published by Simon and
Schuster, now out in a paper edition, is an

excellent way of pursuing the lore of boat
restoration on your own.
On August 18th, we were treated to “The
Rookie: A Dinghy Steps Out of the Past, by
Jennifer Stone Gaines and John Valois.
Jennifer Gaines is Director of the Woods
Hole Historical Museum, and John Valois is
retired head of the Marine Resources
Supply Department of the Marine
Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole. The
talk started with all available hands
helping carry an actual Rookie into the
schoolroom, where it was carefully
perched on the teacher’s desk as the star
exhibit of the evening. The talk concerned
this remarkable little boat popular in the
northern reaches of Buzzards Bay in the
1930s. Built by Oscar Perry, “the man who
could build a boat in a day,” the boat has a
story that recalls the stuff of legend. The
overflow crowd was still chatting with the
speakers, socializing, and partaking of
refreshments long after the sun had set.
In case we had not already demonstrated
the allure of topics about boats, sailing
and the sea, another kind of boat, a
submarine, was the subject of the last talk
in the series. Gray Curtis, a resident of
Cataumet, spoke to us about “The Loss
and Salvage of the S-4: US Navy
Submarine S-4 Lost off Provincetown With
All Hands.” The fascinating and chilling
true story of the circumstances and the
aftermath of a collision between a Coast
Guard destroyer and a submarine just off
Provincetown in the winter of 1927 made
for a rapt audience indeed.
The
submarine was raised and towed into
Boston, making it one of the first examples
of salvage with the intent to avoid future
such accidents. Mr. Curtis’s book, coauthored with W.F. Searle, narrates this
among a number of other salvage
accounts in Undersea Valor.
The Schoolhouse board and the Cape Cod
community are thankful to these speakers
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for sharing their insights, enthusiasm and
topics of inquiry with us, and look forward
to a new series of talks and keen
audiences again this August.

3rd Grade Visit
In order to help meet the educational
goals of the CSPG, and third grade
teachers in the Town of Bourne to meet
the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework
Standards, third graders from Peebles
Elementary and the new Bournedale
Elementary
Schools
visited
the
Schoolhouse in late October. Kris Fisher,
John York and Nancy Eldridge worked
together to provide an educational and
fun experience for the children. They were
able to sample what it would have been
like to learn, live, work and play in Bourne
at the turn of the century. They were
shown various artifacts, allowed to ring
the school bell (the highlight of their field
trip!), play games, and develop an overall
understanding of a typical school day for
students in a one room schoolhouse. From
the thank you letters received from Mrs.
Gilbert’s students, it was obvious a good
time was had by all!

Holiday Sale
December 19th 2009 marked the Tenth
Annual Holiday Sale at the Cataumet
Schoolhouse. Fortunately it was the day
before “The Big Snow” of December 20th,
and thus was well attended by all in the
village and beyond. Some items which
crafters offered for sale included fancy
soaps, hand wrought glass art, jewelry,
ornaments, exquisitely decorated eggs in
the Ukrainian style, photographs, Barbie
dolls, and unique scarves crafted from
recycled sweaters.
Generous schoolhouse friends and
neighbors from near and far came forth
not only to capture unusual last minute
gifts, but also to donate a spectacular
array of Attic Treasures and home-made

holiday baked goods.
As always the Raffle Table drew a crowd
with many vying for the always popular six
lobsters from Cataumet Fish, the gift
basket from Jack-in-the-Beanstalk, three
pounds of fudge from Ben and Bill’s
Chocolate Emporium, a sundial, a special
gift from Pocasset Hardware, a
peppermint wreath from Jon and Lorraine
Parker, and twelve months of delivered
baked goods from a cadre of the best
cooks in Cataumet.
We hope you will remember the local
businesses who have contributed so
generously for all ten years of the sale –
Cataumet Fish, Jack-in-the-Beanstalk, and
Pocasset Hardware, as well as first-time
donors Ben and Bill’s Chocolate Emporium
in Falmouth.
The CSPG owes thanks to organizer Kim
Rotunno and the many volunteers who
helped to make the Holiday Sale happen
one more time.

Valley Farm Thrift Shop
In October 2008 the CSPG teamed up with
two other historic preservation groups in
the Town of Bourne, the Bourne Historical
Society and the Bourne Society for Historic
Preservation, to lease the property
adjacent to the Old Barnstable County
Hospital on County Road. This project
came out of the practical foresight of
Nancy Eldridge, Jan Nam and Diane
Speers, who spotted the opportunity and
carried through on the arrangements for
making this a reality.
The grand opening of the Valley Farm
Thrift Shop in the fall of 2009 and ensuing
first weeks of business had good turnouts,
right up to the first “tent sale” just before
the holiday season.
Under the skilled
direction of Diane Speers, the thrift shop’s
initial months netted nice seasonal
proceeds for the new enterprise – and for
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its three collaborating,
organizations.

non-profit

This spring/summer the thrift shop is up
and running strong, with many
imaginative and attractive displays of
items in spaces of a variety of shapes and
sizes. If you haven’t yet visited our great
little renovated building on County Road,
then come and see us. Please remember
to donate your lightly used items. And,
most important, stop by during posted
hours to discover your own newest
treasures!

2009 Schoolhouse Finance
Summary

2009 Holiday Sale

Valley Farm Thrift Shop

The Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation
Group continues to operate on a limited
annual budget. Our expenses for 2009
include utilities, maintenance, renovation
projects (this year; we finished the new
woodshed), publications (like this
newsletter).
Our income consists of
various fundraising events. These include
the Holiday Sale, Valley Farm Thrift Shop
and our annual membership and donation
drive. The various sources of income allow
us to provide a wide range of cultural and
educational events throughout the year.
We could not survive in these times
without the generous and consistent
support of those in the local and
worldwide Cataumet community. Below
is a summary of our income and expenses
for 2009.

Income:
Fundraising events
Membership and Donations
Total Income
Expenses:
Utilities Insurance
Maintenance
Renovation (Woodshed)
Publications
Valley Farm Thrift Shop
Total Expenses

$1622
$3215
$4837
$1375
$ 250
$2786
$1385
$2000
$7796

2009 Tuesday Talks

Special Thanks
The Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation Group, Inc. would like to thank those who became
members and contributors in 2009, as well as the businesses, organizations, and individuals who gave assistance in so many ways.

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP
Granted in recognition of extraordinary contributions

Ballentine’s Boat Shop, Inc.

Bill and Jane Jackson

Cataumet Boats, Inc.

Janet Johnson

Cataumet Fish

John and Vickie Manning

Bob and Genie Birch

Don and Allen Mears

David Garnet

Joe and Mary Sorenti

Robert Hampton

Nancy Eldridge

CSPC Donors and Members, 2009
Joan K. Alden

Connor Guitars

Nancy Rego & John Pollis

Ben & Julie Allen

Lillian and Julian Harwood

Lynn Porter

Steve & Sally Ballentine

Dick Hopwood

Bill & Karen Reaman

Nina & Don Berk

Eleanor Hutchinson

Mary P. Reid

Ken Bowers

George & Margaret Jenkins

Dr. & Mrs. William Ribich

Sierra Bright

Brenda & Michael Johnson

Mark and Kim Rotunno

Gladys M. Burgess

Marie Johnson

Grace Rowe & Hal Dewaltoff

Linda Carpenter

Anne Serrell-Jones

Helen Chin Schlichte

John & Susan Carpenter

Cyrus Kano

Brian & Judy Shortsleeve

Harry Charlton

Donna & Chris Kent

Frances E. Speers

Joseph & Patricia Cleary

Elizabeth R. Kiebala

Matt & Robin Stone

Haydon S & Mary Jo Coggeshall

Laura and Christian Klint

Jim Sullivan

Callie and Bob Connor

Steven & Louise Kusleika

Denise Sullivan

Bob & Carole Courey

Alan M. & Jeane Kuzirian

Donna Sutherland

Priscilla Alden Cross

Catherine & Mike Leone

Fern & Bob Tardif

Tim & Joy Csanadi

William & Noelle Locke

Nina & Robert Tolken

Jim & Lorraine Cutone

Mr. & Mrs. Gael Mahony

Ann Ware

Jane Dalton

Nancy & Phil Mara

J. David & Pauline White

Jean Davok

Ed & Linda Maxa

Mary Wolfe

George & Anne Denmark

Terence & Carole McGreevy

Phil @ Wood Duck Inn B&B

Bill & Patti Dibella

Win & Joyce McLane

Sara L. York

Gail & Bill Donkin III

Brenton & Eleanor Miller

Bernadette Ericson

Robert & Bunny Miskinis

Peter & Kris Fisher

Laura Murphy

Betty & Charles Fuller

Karol Musche

George & Kathy Gillis

Arthur Nelson

Chester Goon

Jonathan & Lorraine M. Parker

Kat Brennan & Bill Grant

Boat Yard, Inc. Parker's

Maurice & Virginia Grinnell

Charles & Carol Peterman

Please note: So many kind people have
done so much to help us, that it is quite
likely we have inadvertently omitted one
or more names. Please know that, even if
your name fails to appear here, it does
not diminish the gratitude we feel for
your act of kindness.
A special note to my Scraggy Neck Neighbors:
Please become a member and come to the
Schoolhouse events – they’re great. Plus your
participation enriches our village, Chet Goon.

CATAUMET SCHOOLHOUSE PRESERVATION GROUP MEMBERSHIP
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________
SUMMER ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________
WINTER ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________
PHONE(S): _________________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP:

______$15 INDIVIDUAL

I would be interested in:

______$20 FAMILY

______VOLUNTEERING

______$OPTIONAL CONTRIBUTION

______SERVING ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Make checks payable and mail to: Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation Group, Inc. ·P.O. Box 649· Cataumet, MA 02534
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_
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