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Excitement at the Cataumet
Schoolhouse
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A new phase is at hand as the Cataumet
Schoolhouse enters its tenth year as a
community-run historic landmark. The
results of all the hard work of restoration of
the building are apparent in its transformed
appearance, and both exterior and interior
show keen attention to authenticity and
detail. The newly elected board of directors
of the Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation
Group (CSPG) plans to continue to place an
emphasis on educational and cultural
programs and activities that will increasingly
enrich the life of all in the community. 2009
promises to be a fun and eventful year as
members and supporters continue to play an
active role in this endeavor.
Now that the schoolhouse is established as a
venue for community events, and its newly
erected outbuilding (with bathroom facilities)
is soon to be functional, the scope of the
programs we can offer can broaden. The
schoolhouse recreates the atmosphere and
seating of an 1894, one-room schoolhouse,
typical of countless similar examples in
operation all over the country in the
nineteenth and first half of the twentieth
centuries. Visits by Bourne schoolchildren
can therefore be extended to a half-day,
creating a more in-depth impression of “the
way it was” through a variety of cultural
activities and learning experiences.
The rich history of Cataumet village with its
architecture, traditions and families also
holds numerous possibilities for educational
programs, as we saw in July with the
fascinating talk by Lieutenant Brian Murphy
on Lieutenant Ephraim B. Nye. Born on a
farm near the Cataumet Schoolhouse in
1826, Lieutenant Nye died at Petersburg in
1865 and lies buried in the Cataumet
Cemetery -- our own Civil War hero!
Fundraising events such as the “Haunted
House,” house tours and holiday sale, raffles,
picnics in the schoolyard and our new thrift
shop will continue to engage local talent and
provide much-needed operational revenues.
In this new phase, the flag will continue to fly
over the Cataumet Schoolhouse signaling a

Cataumet success story, and our intent to
provide diversity of programs to serve more
than ever as a galvanizing force within our
community.

CSPG In the News
Antique Car Show and Picnic

It's ironic that the committee running the
Schoolhouse decided to feature a product
which led to the demise of the American one
room schoolhouse. But that's what they did,
and nearly 200 people arrived to see what
helped put America "on the map". During
the years that the schoolhouse was active
from the late 1800's to about 1960, American
technology and manufacturing was rapidly
growing. It's manufacturing base, most
notably the American auto industry, which
eventually was to have 1400 different
companies, was the envy of the world!
Accompanying the cooks on the grill was
period "flapper music" or jazz from the '20's
and '30's, including the soundtrack to the
film "Aviators", a movie about industrialist
Howard Hughes which provided a lively
spirit for the event.
With bunting flags in the background,

children played schoolhouse games and
activities near the tennis court while the
antique autos where parked on the
schoolhouse property. The autos ranged
from a 1914 Chevrolet, originally from Iowa,
to a 1957 dodge decked out with an
abundance of chrome and tail fins. Also
arriving was a "mint" 1930 Cadillac Coupe,
three Ford Model A's, a 1940 Buick, a '39
Ford, a spectacular '37 Olsmobile (guess
who?), '47 Plymouth "woodie" and of course,
one of the fifteen million produced, Ford
Model T's
Don't miss this summers repeat of this event,
now scheduled for August 8th. Check later
for confirmation. We are hot on the trail for
the Sandwich School's 1926 REO school bus
(Ranson E. Oldsmobile), a 1933 Buick coupe,
a 1933 Chrysler Coupe, a couple of Packards
and many others.

THE ROOKIE: A Dinghy Steps out of the
Past
By Jennifer Stone Gaines and John Valois
Jennifer Gaines is Director of the Woods
Hole Historical Museum, and John Valois is
retired head of the Marine Resources Supply
Department of the Marine Biological
Laboratory in Woods Hole. The talk
concerns a remarkable little boat popular in
the northern reaches of Buzzards
Bay in the 1930’s. Built by Oscar Perry,the
man who could build a boat in a day,the
boat has a story that recalls the stuff of
legend -- the kind that will appeal to all who
love boats, sailing and the sea.
LOSS AND SALVAGE OF THE S-4: U.S.
Navy Submarine S-4 Lost off Provincetown
with All Hands
by Gray Curtis

3rd Grade Visit

Gray Curtis, a resident of Cataumet, coauthored “Undersea Valor” with Capt. W.F.
In order to help meet the educational goals of Searle (US Navy Retired). The talk will relate
one of fourteen accounts of submarine
the CSPG, and third grade teachers in the
salvage that are in the book, specifically the
Town of Bourne to meet the Massachusetts
successful raising of the US Navy submarine
Curriculum Framework Standards, third
S-4 from the water off of Provincetown after
graders from Peebles Elementary and the
new Bournedale Elementary Schools visited it was run down by the USCG destroyer
the Schoolhouse in late October. Kris Fisher, Paulding on 17 December of 1927.
Efforts to rescue trapped crewmembers
John York and Nancy Eldridge worked
failed and the resulting national outrage
together to provide an educational and fun
resulted in a safety program that enabled
experience for the children. They were able
rescue of some Squalus crewmembers in
to sample what it would have been like to
1939.
learn, live, work and play in Bourne at the
turn of the century. They were shown various
artifacts, allowed to ring the school bell (the
highlight of their field trip!), play games, and
develop an overall understanding of a typical
school day for students in a one room
schoolhouse. From the thank you letters
received from Mrs. Gilbert’s students, it was
obvious a good time was had by all!

Tuesday Talks Lecture Series
SLOOP: Restoring a Classic Wooden
Sailboat
by Daniel Robb
Dan Robb is a Cape cod native and author of
books and articles including Crossing the
Water, and most recently, Sloop (Simon and
Schuster, 2008). The talk will narrate the
challenges faced by the author in a daunting
boat restoration project, including personal
discoveries about the art of writing and
insights gleaned from inspiring characters
encountered in the course of the journey. The
talk will be accompanied by images.

Holiday Sale
The Holiday Sale held at the Cataumet
Schoolhouse was a huge success in large part
thanks to Marge Connelly, Shelly Levin and
the many vendors who participated with
their very beautiful and unusual crafts. Hand
made scarves and mittens, wreaths, pine
cone decor, holly, cranberries all were sold
out. Many delicious baked goods such as
pies, fudge, dip mix and cookies were also
very popular. Handmade soaps, candles,
jewelry, photo prints, ornaments and other
crafts along with an Attic Treasures table

manned by Shelly Levin were among other
offerings. Special thanks to Erik and
Charlene Krig/Morley for providing a space
for parking for the vendors which made
loading and unloading especially convenient.
The raffle which contained many, many
wonderful items thanks to the generosity of
our friends and supporters was also a roaring
success with Santa’s elves Kelsey and
Lindsey Salamone donating their time to the
ticket selling. Thanks to all of you who
participated, including donors Laurie York;
Donna Sutherland, artist and watercolorist;
Alfred Glover, sculptor; Leona Bombacci,
artist; Cataumet Fish; Dean’s House of
Pizza; Bailey’s Surf & Turf; Jack in the
Beanstalk; Pocasset Hardware and Capeway
Cleaners. Also thanks to vendors Marge
Connelly, Elizabeth O’Shaunessy, Helen
Spanks, Paula Schuck, Jan Hughgill, Corey
Gifford, Gwyneth Packard, and Myrna
O’Hara for the thoughtful donations to our
raffle. Also, thanks are in order for the ladies
who offered to be the bakers for the monthly,

Financial Summary

The Cataumet Schoolhouse operates on a
fairly limited annual budget. Our expenses
include utilities, maintenance, renovation
projects (this year; the new woodshed), and
publications (like this newsletter). Our
income consists of various fundraising
events. These include the Halloween
Thrift Shop
Ghoulschool, Holiday Sale and House Tour
and our annual membership and donation
In October 2008 the CSPG joined forces with drive. The various sources of income allow us
two other historic preservation groups in the to provide a wide range of cultural and
Town of Bourne, the Bourne Historical
educational events throughout the year. We
Society and the Bourne Society for Historic
could not survive in these times without the
Preservation, to lease the property adjacent generous and consistent support of those in
to the Old Barnstable County Hospital on
the local and worldwide Cataumet
County Road. Envisioned is a thrift shop
community. Below is a summary of our
which will be named the Valley Farm Thrift income and expenses for 2008:
Shop and whose proceeds will help provide
maintenance funds for the three
Income:
organizations. This project comes out of the
Fundraising events
$5403
Membership and Donations
$3229
practical foresight of Nancy Eldridge, Jan
Total Income
$8632
Nam and Diane Speers, who spotted the
opportunity and carried through on the
Expenses:
arrangements for making this a reality.
Utilities & Insurance
$1660
Nancy, who is well known to have
Maintenance
$1500
spearheaded many successful fundraisers at
Renovation project (Woodshed) $3160
the schoolhouse, thought that this would be a Publications
$1192
most opportune means of securing a
Thrift shop startup expense
$1000
Total Expenses
$8512
permanent storefront in the local area and
freeing the schoolhouse from the need for
Plans for 2010 -- Stay Tuned!
repeated fundraisers. This fall the grounds
were cleared to reveal the original
landscaping, and early this spring the outside As we express our gratitude to the
of the building will be painted. At present the community for its support and for attending
inside is being painted and other interior
our 2008 events, there are also new plans
restorations and upgrades where necessary
afoot for 2009 programs at the Schoolhouse.
are being finished. The rural location of the Drawing on our local talent and expertise we
property whose valley rolls into the adjacent will present a series of talks -- free and open
cranberry bog fits perfectly into a setting with to the public -- on boats and the nautical
the potential of having community gardens
history of Cape Cod. The sea is closely
on location. But that's further down the road. bound up with so much of our heritage in
For now it is anticipated that the basic work this part of the world. Stories, legends and
will be finished for an opening in May of
songs are balanced by factual accounts of
2009.
seafarers and their sailing vessels. Numerous

graves in the Cataumet cemetery record the
heartrending losses of families in the single
line, "Lost at sea."
The history of local boats, boat building, and
boat restoration therefore makes an
appropriate theme for some of our 2009
programs.
Marine navigation and knot-tying sessions for
kids will also be presented for all to enjoy at
the Schoolhouse.
Another fun event will be centered on old
cars, their owners and pursuit of their care by
Cataumet and other local owners. Kids and
families should stay tuned on this event,
which will be combined with a giant cookout
and picnic on the Schoolhouse grounds. Old
cars will be the stars of this show!
So watch for these events and programs in
2009 -- Stay Tuned!

Farewells
In December Anne Mead, wife of John Mead,
passed away. John, owner of Pocasset
Hardware, was an early staunch supporter of
the Schoolhouse. Our deepest condolences to
John and his family.

In Color

For the first time, thanks to the generous aid of
Falmouth Printing & Copy Center, our newsletter is
published in living color.

Special Thanks
The CSPG Board of Directors would like to
thank Nancy Eldridge for her many years of
devoted service to the Schoolhouse.
Nancy's contributions are too numerous to list
but without her vision and dedication the
Schoolhouse would not today be in such a
wonderful position.
As proof of her constant vigilance, if you look
closely you can see a well warn path from her
house to the Schoolhouse across County Road
from the thousands of trips back and forth she
has made over the past decade as guardian
angel of our little Schoolhouse.

The Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation Group, Inc. would like to thank those who became
members and contributors in 2008, as well as the businesses, organizations, and individuals who
gave assistance in so many ways.

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP

Granted in recognition of extraordinary contributions

Ballentine’s Boat Shop, Inc.
Cataumet Boats, Inc.
Cataumet Fish
Bob and Genie Birch
David Garnet
Robert Hampton

Bill and Jane Jackson
Janet Johnson
John and Vickie Manning
Don and Allen Mears
Joe and Mary Sorenti
Nancy Eldridge

CSPC Donors and Members, 2008

Joan K. Alden
Ben & Julie Allen
Mary & Arthur Amend
William Arnone
Steve & Sally Ballentine
Grover & Brenda Baxley
Nina & Don Berk
Robert & Genie Birch
Darren & Angel Boisvert
Ken Bowers
Linda Carpenter
John & Susan Carpenter
Harry Charlton
Robert & Arlene Cloninger
Paule & Sean Conlon
Callie and Bob Connor
Priscilla Alden Cross
Tim & Joy Csanadi
Dave & Freddy Dimmock
Gail & Bill Donkin III
Miriam G. Dubuque
Alice Dunbury
William E.C. Eustis
Marilyn Christian Federico
Peter & Kris Fisher
Thomas Fitzpatrick
Charles Frame & Ann Byrd
Betty & Charles Fuller
Kat Brennan & Bill Grant
Sarah & John Gwynn
Bob & Deb Hamel

Lillian and Julian Harwood
Levi Gorrell & Matina Heisler
Dick & Dottie Hopwood
Michael Horn
Eleanor Hutchinson
Marie Johnson
Brenda & Michael Johnson
Lisa N. Kenny
Elizabeth R. Kiebala
Steven & Louise Kusleika
Catherine & Mike Leone
Ed & Linda Maxa
Win & Joyce McLane
Don & Allen Mears
Steve & Donna Molis
Kelley Morley
Richard & Mary Morris
Laura & Bob Murphy
Karol Musche
Eleanor & Morton Myerson
Jane Nam
Arthur Nelson
Jonathan & Lorraine M. Parker
Charles & Carol Peterman
Nancy Rego & John Pollis
Lynn Porter
Eva S. Quinn
Dr. & Mrs. William Ribich
James & Marilyn Riley
Mark and Kim Rotunno
Helen Chin Schlichte

L. David & Sharon L. Seaver
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Shea
Brian & Judy Shortsleeve
Craig W. Smith
Donna Sutherland
Fern & Bob Tardif
Nina & Robert Tolken
Anne Graham Tricomo
Madeline M. Virbasius
J. David & Pauline White
Mary Wolfe
Sara L. York
Dick & Laurie York
John York

Please note: So many kind people have
done so much to help us, that it is quite
likely we have inadvertently omitted one
or more names. Please know that, even if
your name fails to appear here, it does
not diminish the gratitude we feel for
your acts of kindness.

CATAUMET SCHOOLHOUSE PRESERVATION GROUP MEMBERSHIP
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________
SUMMER ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________
WINTER ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________
PHONE(S): _________________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP:

______$15 INDIVIDUAL

I would be interested in:

______$20 FAMILY

______VOLUNTEERING

______$OPTIONAL CONTRIBUTION

______SERVING ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Make checks payable and mail to: Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation Group, Inc. ·P.O. Box 649· Cataumet, MA 02534
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

BEFORE AND AFTER
Just a reminder of all that
you've done for the Cataumet
Schoolhouse.
Wishing you a happy, safe and
prosperous New Year!
Thank you for your continued
support .
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