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A new phase is at hand as the Cataumet
Schoolhouse enters its tenth year as a
community-run historic landmark. The
results of all the hard work of restoration of
the building are apparent in its transformed
appearance, and both exterior and interior
show keen attention to authenticity and
detail. The newly elected board of directors
of the Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation
Group (CSPG) plans to continue to place an
emphasis on educational and cultural
programs and activities that will increasingly
enrich the life of all in the community. 2009
promises to be a fun and eventful year as
members and supporters continue to play an
active role in this endeavor.

Cataumet success story, and our intent to
provide diversity of programs to serve more
than ever as a galvanizing force within our
community.

CSPG In the News

Now that the schoolhouse is established as a
venue for community events, and its newly
erected outbuilding (with bathroom facilities)
is soon to be functional, the scope of the
programs we can offer can broaden. The
schoolhouse recreates the atmosphere and
seating of an 1894, one-room schoolhouse,
typical of countless similar examples in
operation all over the country in the
nineteenth and first half of the twentieth
centuries. Visits by Bourne schoolchildren
can therefore be extended to a half-day,
creating a more in-depth impression of “the
way it was” through a variety of cultural
activities and learning experiences.
The rich history of Cataumet village with its
architecture, traditions and families also
holds numerous possibilities for educational
programs, as we saw in July with the
fascinating talk by Lieutenant Brian Murphy
on Lieutenant Ephraim B. Nye. Born on a
farm near the Cataumet Schoolhouse in
1826, Lieutenant Nye died at Petersburg in
1865 and lies buried in the Cataumet
Cemetery -- our own Civil War hero!
Fundraising events such as the “Haunted
House,” house tours and holiday sale, raffles,
picnics in the schoolyard and our new thrift
shop will continue to engage local talent and
provide much-needed operational revenues.
In this new phase, the flag will continue to fly
over the Cataumet Schoolhouse signaling a

Children are welcomed to the
haunted Cataumet Schoolhouse on
County Road in Cataumet yesterday
by Suzie Parker, a board member of
the organization that raises money
to preserve the one-room
schoolhouse built in 1894. The
resident ghouls and goblins are
resuming their open house, 5-6 P.M.
On their big night tonight,
Halloween
On Halloween eve, at the height of the
witching hour, a news reporter was seen at
the Ghoulschool - a witness to the haunting
firsthand. The next day, Halloween, this
picture of Suzie Parker, our resident
clairvoyant gypsy, appeared on the front

page of the Cape Cod Times with a group of
entranced Ghoulschool students. This
picture took up the entire font page. A fitting
recognition for a fine job by Annie Matthies
and her many helpers.

New shed and facilities

who drove great distances to be there, who
begged for donations for our cause, who
cleaned, painted, set up, took down, and
repaired sets after storms, who donned wigs
and makeup and became characters in the
scenes, who set up and dismantled sound
effects, lighting and signs, who made and
New Shed
sold tickets, who manned the concession
Progress continues on the construction of the booth, who cooked the delicious food for our
cast party and to all who in general were
reproduction boys and girls toilet room/
always on call when needed, a very big and
storage shed.
warmhearted thank you.
A special thank you to our schoolhouse
Thanks to Chuck Rose and the students at
neighbors who generously let us use electric
the Upper Cape Tech. School for the
excellent job of erecting the wood frame and outlets for our sidewalk lighting, to Chief
cedar shingled roof and walls, complete with Kingsbury of the Bourne Fire Department
for his valuable input, to John Noonan of
doors and windows.
Noonan Electric for the generous donation of
his services, to Pocasset Hardware for their
Julia Kingsbury volunteered to do the
plumbing and then found out that the town ongoing contributions, to Taylor Rental for
required commercial grade water and drain the popcorn machine, to The Daily Brew for
the cider kegs, to Dunkin Donuts for the
pipes. She spent a lot of time installing cast
iron drain pipes with leaded joints and did a delicious munchkins, and to Grace Rowe for
her storage space and for letting us drive over
great job. Thanks, Julia.
her lawn (we were really careful).
We now need electrical work and interior
The biggest and brightest THANK YOU goes
finish to complete the project.
to all of our frightened guests who supported
our efforts by attending our very proud and
CPA Funded Handicap Access
ghastly ghoulish presentation. See you next
year!!!
Nancy Eldridge's efforts to obtain a C.P.A.
grant to provide handicap access to the
House Tour & Holiday Sale
school house were successful this past year.
The grant will be used to buy or build a ramp
The weather was ominous, a snowstorm on
or lift that will not impact the historical
appearance of the building. Thanks Nancy! the horizon. It was a perfect day for the
annual House Tour & Holiday Sale in
nd
Cataumet with the event showcasing six
The 2 Annual Halloween
extraordinary homes, seven open art studios,
Ghoulschool
an art gallery featuring fifty artists, an
impressive display of Santa Clauses and a
As the cackle of witches and the shrieks of
holiday craft fair all combining to make this
delighted children and adults alike fade away day a truly memorable one for all of those
into Thanksgiving, it is fitting to recognize
who braved the weather to enjoy the season's
those who made our second Halloween
offerings. The snow was light and fluffy and
“Ghoulschool” a resounding success and to lasted long enough to add to the spirit of the
offer our own thanks to all of the wonderful
day and entice the tour goers into the
friends who were so generous with their help Cataumet Depot for hot coffee, cider, light
and support.
refreshments and a viewing of Kris Fisher’s
enchanting Santa Claus collection.
Over fifty people participated, many of them
members and their families and many of
Homes on the tour were beautifully
them just friends who wanted to help and
decorated and all were unique.
who enjoyed the time spent and the
Annie C. Matthies's Swan Dive Bed and
camaraderie of it all. Most donated both time Breakfast on Shore Road gave everyone a
and money to assure its success. The
glimpse into the idyllic and elegant pond side
outreach of the members of the Cataumet
retreat where guests are pampered by their
Schoolhouse Preservation Group, to our own congenial hostess. Even the swans stayed to
and to other communities, has been
add to the scenery.
generous and impressive and will definitely
have a positive effect on our future programs. Ron and Amy Way’s Shore Rd. home
So, to all of you who gave up other things to
do, who stayed longer than you wanted to,

showcased a perfect marriage of carpentry
and design. Ron built much of the furniture
and Amy, who is an artist, transformed each

piece into delightful and whimsical creations. one and all for your efforts and constant
support.
Don and Laura DuBerger have restored the
General Leonard Wood house to its 19th
The Holiday Sale held at the Cataumet
century beauty. The red kissing balls on the Schoolhouse was a huge success in large part
front porch were a refreshing and unique
thanks to Marge Connelly, Shelly Levin and
contrast to the graceful and romantic
the many vendors who participated with
Italianate influenced architecture of the
their very beautiful and unusual crafts. Hand
home.
made scarves and mittens, wreaths, pine
cone decor, holly, cranberries all were sold
Alice Dunbury’s home truly encompassed
out. Many delicious baked goods such as
what a Queen Ann style home should be.
pies, fudge, dip mix and cookies were also
The broad wrap around porch along with the very popular. Handmade soaps, candles,
fireplace living room has been the scene of
jewelry, photo prints, ornaments and other
many happy family gatherings. A lovely
crafts along with an Attic Treasures table
display of family treasures was sprinkled
manned by Shelly Levin were among other
throughout the home adding to the
offerings. Special thanks to Erik and
Christmas ambiance.
Charlene Krig/Morley for providing a space
for parking for the vendors which made
John and Kathy Harding’s seaside home was loading and unloading especially convenient.
decorated simply and elegantly using the
abundant natural greens surrounding their The raffle which contained many, many
home. One could easily imagine a delectable wonderful items thanks to the generosity of
meal being served at the dining table
our friends and supporters was also a roaring
decorated with pine boughs and candles.
success with Santa’s elves Kelsey and
Lindsey Salamone donating their time to the
Mark and Kim Rotunno’s antiques-filled
ticket selling. Thanks to all of you who
home on Megansett Rd. has many nooks and participated, including donors Laurie York;
crannies, perfect for holiday decorating. Kim Donna Sutherland, artist and watercolorist;
has been a collector of antiques and holiday Alfred Glover, sculptor; Leona Bombacci,
decorations for many years and was happy to artist; Cataumet Fish; Dean’s House of
display them for people to enjoy.
Pizza; Bailey’s Surf & Turf; Jack in the
Beanstalk; Pocasset Hardware and Capeway
The home studio of wood and bronze
Cleaners. Also thanks to vendors Marge
sculptor Alfred Glover showed us what we
Connelly, Elizabeth O’Shaunessy, Helen
can do with found objects. Wonders to
Spanks, Paula Schuck, Jan Hughgill, Corey
behold! Jeanne Swan’s oil and acrylic
Gifford, Gwyneth Packard, and Myrna
paintings of local scenes as well as of subjects O’Hara for the thoughtful donations to our
captured in her extensive travels were on
raffle. Also, thanks are in order for the ladies
display in her studio. Dave Masch is a man of who offered to be the bakers for the monthly,
many talents. Besides his fanciful carvings of year long cookie/pie bake won by Betty
bowls and spoons he has even published a
Steudel That lucky winner will be receiving a
cookbook. Linda Dadak’s creative glass
monthly pie or cookies for twelve months
design studio showed off her favorite stained from one of the following: Nancy Eldridge,
glass and pique assiette (broken china)
Laurie York, Kim Rotunno, Nancy Pollis,
mosaic designs.
Pauline White and Donna Sutherland.
Added to this artistic company were all of the
many gallery artists whose work was on
display at the Cataumet Arts Center and
whose unique talents were enjoyed by all.
Thanks to the generosity of the Cataumet
Civic Association, we were able to transform
the Cataumet Depot into Santa Land where
Kris Fisher’s Santa Claus collection was a
“must see” item on the tour and was
beautifully displayed for viewers to enjoy
while they warmed up with hot cider and
coffee. Light refreshments were also served to
ticket holders and were graciously provided
by Pie in the Sky of Woods Hole and by
twenty of our local home bakers who rose to
the occasion with astonishingly good cookies,
breads, fudge and other goodies. Thank you

All of us from the Cataumet School House
Preservation Group wish to extend to all of
you a very HAPPY NEW YEAR 2009.

Thrift Shop
In October 2008 the CSPG joined forces with
two other historic preservation groups in the
Town of Bourne, the Bourne Historical
Society and the Bourne Society for Historic
Preservation, to lease the property adjacent
to the Old Barnstable County Hospital on
County Road. Envisioned is a thrift shop
which will be named the Valley Farm Thrift
Shop and whose proceeds will help provide

maintenance funds for the three
organizations. This project comes out of the
practical foresight of Nancy Eldridge, Jan
Nam and Diane Speers, who spotted the
opportunity and carried through on the
arrangements for making this a reality.
Nancy, who is well known to have
spearheaded many successful fundraisers at
the schoolhouse, thought that this would be a
most opportune means of securing a
permanent storefront in the local area and
freeing the schoolhouse from the need for
repeated fundraisers. This fall the grounds
were cleared to reveal the original
landscaping, and early this spring the outside
of the building will be painted. At present the
inside is being painted and other interior
restorations and upgrades where necessary
are being finished. The rural location of the
property whose valley rolls into the adjacent
cranberry bog fits perfectly into a setting with
the potential of having community gardens
on location. But that's further down the road.
For now it is anticipated that the basic work
will be finished for an opening in May of
2009.

CSPG Financial Summary
The Cataumet Schoolhouse operates on a
fairly limited annual budget. Our expenses
include utilities, maintenance, renovation
projects (this year; the new woodshed), and
publications (like this newsletter). Our
income consists of various fundraising
events. These include the Halloween
Ghoulschool, Holiday Sale and House Tour
and our annual membership and donation
drive. The various sources of income allow us
to provide a wide range of cultural and
educational events throughout the year. We
could not survive in these times without the
generous and consistent support of those in
the local and worldwide Cataumet
community. Below is a summary of our
income and expenses for 2008:

Income:
Fundraising events
Membership and Donations
Total Income

$5403
$3229
$8632

Expenses:
Utilities & Insurance
Maintenance
Renovation project (Woodshed)
Publications
Thrift shop startup expense
Total Expenses

$1660
$1500
$3160
$1192
$1000
$8512

CSPG Plans for 2009 -- Stay
Tuned!
As we express our gratitude to the
community for its support and for attending
our 2008 events, there are also new plans
afoot for 2009 programs at the Schoolhouse.
Drawing on our local talent and expertise we
will present a series of talks -- free and open
to the public -- on boats and the nautical
history of Cape Cod. The sea is closely
bound up with so much of our heritage in
this part of the world. Stories, legends and
songs are balanced by factual accounts of
seafarers and their sailing vessels. Numerous
graves in the Cataumet cemetery record the
heartrending losses of families in the single
line, "Lost at sea."
The history of local boats, boat building, and
boat restoration therefore makes an
appropriate theme for some of our 2009
programs.
Marine navigation and knot-tying sessions for
kids will also be presented for all to enjoy at
the Schoolhouse.
Another fun event will be centered on old
cars, their owners and pursuit of their care by
Cataumet and other local owners. Kids and
families should stay tuned on this event,
which will be combined with a giant cookout
and picnic on the Schoolhouse grounds. Old
cars will be the stars of this show!
So watch for these events and programs in
2009 -- Stay Tuned!

Farewells
In December Anne Mead, wife of John Mead,
passed away. John, owner of Pocasset
Hardware, was an early staunch supporter of
the Schoolhouse. Our deepest condolences to
John and his family.

In Color

For the first time, thanks to the generous aid of
Falmouth Printing & Copy Center, our newsletter is
published in living color.

Special Thanks
The CSPG Board of Directors would like to
thank Nancy Eldridge for her many years of
devoted service to the Schoolhouse.
Nancy's contributions are too numerous to list
but without her vision and dedication the
Schoolhouse would not today be in such a
wonderful position.
As proof of her constant vigilance, if you look
closely you can see a well warn path from her
house to the Schoolhouse across County Road
from the thousands of trips back and forth she
has made over the past decade as guardian
angel of our little Schoolhouse.

The Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation Group, Inc. would like to thank those who became
members and contributors in 2008, as well as the businesses, organizations, and individuals who
gave assistance in so many ways.

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP

Granted in recognition of extraordinary contributions

Ballentine’s Boat Shop, Inc.
Cataumet Boats, Inc.
Cataumet Fish
Bob and Genie Birch
David Garnet
Robert Hampton

Bill and Jane Jackson
Janet Johnson
John and Vickie Manning
Don and Allen Mears
Joe and Mary Sorenti
Nancy Eldridge

CSPC Donors and Members, 2008

Joan K. Alden
Ben & Julie Allen
Mary & Arthur Amend
William Arnone
Steve & Sally Ballentine
Grover & Brenda Baxley
Nina & Don Berk
Robert & Genie Birch
Darren & Angel Boisvert
Ken Bowers
Linda Carpenter
John & Susan Carpenter
Harry Charlton
Robert & Arlene Cloninger
Paule & Sean Conlon
Callie and Bob Connor
Priscilla Alden Cross
Tim & Joy Csanadi
Dave & Freddy Dimmock
Gail & Bill Donkin III
Miriam G. Dubuque
Alice Dunbury
William E.C. Eustis
Marilyn Christian Federico
Peter & Kris Fisher
Thomas Fitzpatrick
Charles Frame & Ann Byrd
Betty & Charles Fuller
Kat Brennan & Bill Grant
Sarah & John Gwynn
Bob & Deb Hamel

Lillian and Julian Harwood
Levi Gorrell & Matina Heisler
Dick & Dottie Hopwood
Michael Horn
Eleanor Hutchinson
Marie Johnson
Brenda & Michael Johnson
Lisa N. Kenny
Elizabeth R. Kiebala
Steven & Louise Kusleika
Catherine & Mike Leone
Ed & Linda Maxa
Win & Joyce McLane
Don & Allen Mears
Steve & Donna Molis
Kelley Morley
Richard & Mary Morris
Laura & Bob Murphy
Karol Musche
Eleanor & Morton Myerson
Jane Nam
Arthur Nelson
Jonathan & Lorraine M. Parker
Charles & Carol Peterman
Nancy Rego & John Pollis
Lynn Porter
Eva S. Quinn
Dr. & Mrs. William Ribich
James & Marilyn Riley
Mark and Kim Rotunno
Helen Chin Schlichte

L. David & Sharon L. Seaver
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Shea
Brian & Judy Shortsleeve
Craig W. Smith
Donna Sutherland
Fern & Bob Tardif
Nina & Robert Tolken
Anne Graham Tricomo
Madeline M. Virbasius
J. David & Pauline White
Mary Wolfe
Sara L. York
Dick & Laurie York
John York

Please note: So many kind people have
done so much to help us, that it is quite
likely we have inadvertently omitted one
or more names. Please know that, even if
your name fails to appear here, it does
not diminish the gratitude we feel for
your acts of kindness.

CATAUMET SCHOOLHOUSE PRESERVATION GROUP MEMBERSHIP
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________
SUMMER ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________
WINTER ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________
PHONE(S): _________________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP:

______$15 INDIVIDUAL

I would be interested in:

______$20 FAMILY

______VOLUNTEERING

______$OPTIONAL CONTRIBUTION

______SERVING ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Make checks payable and mail to: Cataumet Schoolhouse Preservation Group, Inc. ·P.O. Box 649· Cataumet, MA 02534
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

BEFORE AND AFTER
Just a reminder of all that
you've done for the Cataumet
Schoolhouse.
Wishing you a happy, safe and
prosperous New Year!
Thank you for your continued
support .
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